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To thoſe who have not Complyed 
with the Government fince the 
Revolution; yet are free 
Jrom any Oath to a former. 


\ at? 


- 
' * 


S you have never ſworn to K. James II. 
= are happily diſengag'd from the 
yes and Bonds which an Oath lays 
upon the Conſcience of the moſt Pi- 


dus 3 this renders your Caſe very different 


from thoſe who have. To you only I Addreſs 


myſelf at this time. I confeſs your open Sin- 


cerity, in not complying with what you have 
hitherto thought gal has been very Lau- 
dable; deſerving all that Reſpect (Sincerity 

_ even 
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il PREFACE, 
even forcing Commendation from an Enemy) 
which they utterly forfeited, whoſe Conſci- 
ences ferved them to Swear, yet ſtill maintain 
their ſecret Diſlike to, ſill maintain Tenets 
ſubverſive of, the Government ſworn to, and 
— the Proteſtant Succeſſion which now Reigns. 


rf ould. a Conteft happen f 
UI Fo - 


anch God e 1 
believe, from Ex 
3 of what is paſt, That moſt of the Eſpou- 
{ers of thoſe — — Opinions, would re- 
i fe Princes} rather tha 


Foul e eee Glow frog bis 


Mein Stüy forbear een voc =e 
Diſappointment 2 the: tis na pl 
ſuppoſe you had 8a pod Ju 


the Spirit of e. and Humility, Ain 
earneſtly to entreat you upon this Occafion, to 


re-examine the Grounds of your Diſlike with 
all Seriouſneſs and Gandour. ; J 1- «+ ©} 

I ſhall not affront you With offering to your 
Qonkderation any weeldly, Advantages forgthe 
Change of your Opmion ; STS. you 1 
move hle againſt ſuch ſordid, Motives X 
remain d before: But walbieh before 8 
on thies:Conhdantions, Which, 1 hope, will 
affecx your Conſcienges. I take i for gromerl 
that the Rules, yon Conſcience i guided by 
in tlleſe Matter, are the Commands of Du 
Saviour and his Akte, n n Obe⸗ 
ennie 004 3871 its 81 dituct 
2292 ; 


PREFACE, mw 
diensd to Civil Powers; and ſorbid Refilance 
under Fains of Damnation. 4 god 

-e o e bil nia no g 

I. That famous Commanyg of opr Saen 
Chriſt, Render ta Cæſan the things. that 457 
ſers. Conſider; I beſrech you; haw tha 


Ce 
/er, who then reigned at Ram, came by che 
Government over the Jes, Hx, tis true, ſue- 
ceeded to it as next Heir. But hom did: his 
Predeceſſors a few Years befor attain to jt? 
If you'll believe Joſephus, (Lib. 13.) very Aft 
juſtly. For two Brothers of che Mache 


at) 
Ariſtphalas and Hireanss, quarrelling ahgut the 
Government, one of em apply'd to, the Ra- 
ans for Succour. They under the Command 
of Pompey, inſtead of redreſſing Injuries, (the 
ſole Buſineſs they declared they came about) 
hecauſe Ariſtobulus withdrew himſelf wixhogs 
ſpeaking a Word, Pompey way ſo ingenien, 
that he beſieged and took Jeruſalem, (vid, Col- 
lier Dit. Ariſtob. & Foſ. Aut, Lib. 13.) and feiz'd 
the Government from thenceforth into his 
Hands. Now if our bleſſed Lord commands 
entire Submiſſion to his Sueceſſors, and paid 
Tribute himſelf to him who reigned, g. te n 
rightful Sovereign: , Both his unerring Practice 
and his Precept, inſtead of retraining, moſt 
ſtrongly enforges a cordial dubmiſſion to che 
Succellars of the Revolution, as lawful Sove- 
reigns, Nay,\I\wauld ay, much more law 
ful than in the former Caſe; becauſe the y 
£5077 A 2 come 


iv PREFACE. 
come to the Crown more honourably, having 
both the Hearts and all the Authority of the 
Nation on their ſide — Nay, our Saviour in 
theſe: Words ſo decides the captious Queſtion 
ut to him; as te ſuppreſs all inward Diſſatis- 
laction and refractory Thoughts, which many 
of the Jemt entertain'd, as if that Cæſar was 
only King de Fa#o, had no right to Rule o- 
ver them; for that by their Law (Deut. xvii. 
15.) none could be King de Fare ; i. e. right- 
ful King over them, but one taken from their 
Brethren. This falſe Notion, however itill 
cleaving to the Fewiſh Converts at Rome, gave 
occaſion to St. Paul, in the 13th Chapter to 
the Romans, to be ſo preſſing and urgent with 

em, upon Principles of Conſcience and Dut 
to God, that every Soul of them ſhould be 
ſubject to, and acquieſce in the higher Powers 
then at Rome. Of which, | 


II. *Tisno leſs remarkable if it was Nero, 
as 15 generally thought) who then reigned. 
That he too came to the Empire moſt nefari- 
ouſly, by Murder, Treaſon and Bribery: For 
by the Artifices of his Mother Agrippina he 
poyſon'd his Father · in- Law Claudius, engrati- 
ated himſelf with the Army, and ſet aſide the 
Son of the Emperor, the right Heir (Britan- 
#icgs) and aſcended the Throne. Vid. Seton. 
Vir, Ner. Ch. 33. Tatit. Au. Lib. 22. 


From whence-I would obſerve. 


1ſt, If St, Paul calls this Government the 
Ordinance of God; and whoever does not en- 
tirely ſubmit to it, does not ſubmit to God; 
with how much Juſtice does the Settlement 
upon the Revolution deſerve both that Name, 
and that Complyance from all under it? But 
ſay you, it was effected by Tranſgreſſing St. 
Paal, who forbids Reſiſtance to the Powers 
that are (upon any Pretence whatſoever.) Here 
I cloſe with you in the Prohibition, but I de- 
ny the Tranſgreſſion. 

For pray anſwer me ; What, are the Powers 
that are here the ſame kind they were at Rome 
when the Apoſtle writ? You ſay no. Are 
thoſe Governments Lawful which differ from 
that ? You anſwer in the Affirmative. Does 
St. Paul write to all Ages and Governments ? 
To Us among the reſt ? *Tis granted on all 
Sides. I ſay then, that the Reſiſting the 
King's Arbitrary Will in the Cafe of the 
Revolution, is not the Reſiſtance forbid by 
the Apoſtle: Becauſe the King Governing by 
Will and Pleaſure, is not the Lewfal nor the 
Higher Powers that are with us, vid. & Ferm. 
p. 12. The Supreme Powers which our Conſti- 
tution acknowledges, are only the Legiſla- 
ture, and a King governing by Law. But 
the unfortunate King James II. trampled on 
Laws, and governed by Will. Had he go. 


verned 


vi  PRE.RAGCE, 


verned by Law, then any Reſiſtance :whatſo- 
ever to him, from the publick or private Per- 


ſons, would have been Refiſting rhe Powers 
that are, and in St. Pauls Senſe, muſt have 
incurred Damnation, and the Guilt of Re- 
bellion. Private Perſons may indeed ſuffer 
many Encroachments and Damages, and ?ris 
commendable they ſo do, rather than break 
the Peace of Society: But a whole Commu- 
nity is obliged in no ſuch Obedience to ſuffer 
an utter Subverſion of their Religion and 


| Property. . © 


It follows then, that either there was not 
that Reſiſtance at the Revolution, which St. 
Paul, forbids; in our Government, or elſe that 
his. Rules cannot be underſtood ſo generally, 
as to admit no Exception whatſoever to be 
Lawful. Every Exgliſbman ought rather to 
pray to God there may never be Occaſion for 
any thing like an Exception: Yet we know 
there are.abundance of other Rules in Scrip- 
ture expteſsd in as general Words, yet un- 
avoidably admit à Limitation, and become 


U 


aan $133 207 21,9301 55.068: in 

\dly, If you pleaſe to confider either the 
Occaſion” of St. Pauls Ditconrte, viz The 
Opinion of: the Jews at or the Object 


he commands Obedience to, ànd entire Ac- 
quieſcence in: The true intintion of his Prè· 
cepts by all Parity of Reaſon, lays your Con- 
. ſieience 


a 


[4 


2 
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PREFACE.. vii 
ſciener under Obligations of complying with 
this Settlement, inſtead of keeping out any 
longer: Seeing this Settlement, and Revo- 
lutiom was brought about by much more laud- 
able mtans than that of Nerds Reign, who to 
come at the Crown vaded through Parr 
cide and Villany, Which is the Abhorrence 
of Human Nature, not to mention his ſetting 
aſide the Right Heir; To that arguing with 
you upon your own Principles, if you-couldl 
have obey'd St. Paul had you lived at Rome, 
you have much more Reaſon to obey him now 
10 Great Britain, and even ſor Conſcience fake; 
entirely dome in to the pteſtut Government. 
of ou NH King ;o ube Powers gh r, ſettled 
by the Powers that were. These Hliſtorical 
Paſſages are very material Cirbusiſtanpes o 
the Text, and if duly conſider d, would en- 
lighten he Meaning, and ſhew on which ſide 
the Force of the Precept lies, in the Diſpute 
between us. Do but impartially confider them, 
(ſuſpending your former Prejudicea little while) 
and you'll perceive that which you thought an 
Hindrance, to be the very Motive and Reaſon 
of Conciliating your Minds and Affections. 
All Veneration for. the Sentiments of others, 
(perhaps obliged by Tyes of Oaths which 
have not paſſed on you) ought to be laid 
iſide, and every one judge for themſelves. 


I might 


viii PREFACE. 

I é might deſire you to conſider, how our 
Neighbouring Governments: have acted, in 
relation to Unalienable Hereditary Right. 
But eſpecially ſee and conſider how much 
God ſeems to be pleaſed with the Revolution- 
Government; all the Marks of Favour and 
Countenance, and Bleſſing, which Provi- 
dence can well beſtow before the Eyes of 
Men, have been beſtowed in Defending and 
Proſpering it. 1 78 1 


I am acquainted with ſome who have kept 
themſelves in Reſerve, not accepting any 
Poſt or Commiſſion, till they ſaw Who would 
be Succeſſor; theſe are now Reſolved, 
and I hope you will alſo be convinced: I pray 
God give us Underſtanding in all Things. 


a lan: - » Yours, G 
Aogaſt 9. 1714. | } 33 | 
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— Becauſe thy God loved Iſrael to efta- 
bliſh them for ever, ITO made be thee 
King over them, to A and 


- Juſtice, | 


—\HESE Words are part of the Queen of 
Sbeba's Addreſs to King Solomon, upon 
her Viſit to him; and if we conſult the 


4th and 5th Verſes preceding, they appear 


to proceed from a Mind perfectly ſurprized at his 


Government and Adminiſtration; and therefore 
does She in them, by a particular Spirit and Emotion 
of Soul, ſolemaly bleſs his God for ſetting him 
vpon the Throne, 


B the 


2 A Sermon Preach' d at Wisbeech 


She could not intend by them to caſt the leaſt Re- 
flection upon the Perſon, er Government of his Pre- 
deceſſor, King David. No, he was in Perſon as 


parably good and pious, as the other waß ig 
Yn His Reigh joo was full of Glory; many 
iant Atchievements of War and Triumphs over 
Fnemies adorned it. And we may ſay it was ex- 
ceeded by none exxept that of Solomon, which was 
all Tranquillity and Peace, Plenty and 2 
A Ka . 1 David, 28 the Scripture ſays, 
W. be had ferocd Be Generation, N thu 2 
| of God, fell aſleep, and was laid unto bis 
is And ſince is . Ma f Heaven to take 
Her late Majeſty to great f _ Honour, and 
tranſlate her from a Go .of Troyb & to one. af 
0 to an mm prone, an immo 
al N dom the excellent, ſo epi 
_ ought to 2 every Subject with ſuitable 
Sorrow and Concern. Yet the Determinations of 
Heaven are all to be embraced and ſubmitted to with- 
2 Repining. The Lord gave ber her Life and Crown, 
Word ta ler b ok „ bleſſed. be the Name. "the Lord. 
40180 Spirit of od by David inveſts Sovereigns 
ve Ts and M agiſtrates with. the moſt Divine 
. BEN and Reverend Stile that can 
0 be given; 7 ſaid ye are Gods ; and ſo they 
are, indeed, in their high Office and Miniſtry unto 
Men: Nut mark the ſad Truth which follows, by 
Experience; Te ſholl all die like the Children of An: 
Be they never ſuch Potent Gods by Commiſſion, ſtill 
they axe by Nature, Men; ſubject to the ſame Frail- 
ties, and Death common to all Men; in which they 
are — — upon a Level with their loweſt Subjects. 
Vain in Fact, (however full of Good-will) is the 
Eaſtern Addreſs, O King live for ever ! We may, wiſh, 
and we may cordially pray for long-Life; but it 
. vill be lengthened or contracted, as ſcemeth beſt 
| 50 


7. 2 i Ihe I/ of. EEY. hs x 3 
to the Purpoſes of the Supream King, to whom all 
other Kings are Subjects. 48 
We all knew that She was Mortal, and heard that 
She was ſickly; and we all are certain, chat the ſame 
good Providence which careth for the very Hairs 
of the meaneſt Subject's Head, had a peculiar Cure 
over our common Head, over ſo important a. Life, 
which was the Breath of our Noſtrils. And ifſone 
does not fall to the Groudd, to be ſure a Period was 
not put to the other, without his eſpecial Appoint- 
ment; and if it is of the Lord's Ordering, his 
Wiſdom is uterriag, - and we muſt reſign up our. 
een, 02937 5008, 17 $4 7 20h 
I am ſenſible it is too high a Task for me to pre; 
ſame to attempt her Character. But who can fon 
bear ſaying, That her Piety and Devotion were moſt 
exemplary and undoubted ? That in Her, the chief 
Care of living up to the Rules of our Holy Religion 
was moſt happily placed where there is the moſt need 
of it, and can do moſt good, by the Influence of Exam- 
ple. What a noble and unuſual Stand did ſhe make 
againſt Popery, and her own Blood ? Why? But 
becauſe ſhe apprehended it her Duty to ſerve and 
obey. her Father in Heaven, ſooner than her Father 
on Earth; becauſe Her Affection to the Chure 
and State of England in particular, was inviolable. 
Her Nurture afterwards over the Church, how 
tender and vigilant ? And Her Royal Bounty to the 
poorer Clergy, muſt needs endear Her Memory th 
lateſt Poſterity. Nor ſhould Her Royal Clementy, 
Her Mildneſs and Lenity, ſo Excellent in Her, ſt 
Meet, ſo Noble in Princes, ever be forgot. Het 
Piety to God, Her Conjugal Aſſection no leſs Re. 
markabie; and all Her Perſonal Vertues, be they 
ever freſn and fragrant in the Memory, and in'thg 
Lives ot Her ſurviving Subjects, and tranſmitted te 
Poſterity ja the Aunals ” Time, Our e 


4 A Sermon Preach d at Wisbeech 
theſe Excellencies is the moſt certain, moſt eloquent, 
and moſt acceptable Praiſe we can now beſtow. 
We may mourn that ſo good a Queen, that the 
1aſt of our Native born Princes, is taken from us: 
But then we ſhould not mourn as Men without Hope; 
we may be afflicted, but not to the Deſpondency 
of being caſt down ; we may ſow in Tears and reap 
in Joy. For though a glorious San has ſuddenly 
gone down a little after Noon of the Day of Life, 

vet it has ariſen again in the Eaſt to relieve our Sor- 
rows, and abate the Gloom of Melancholy, and is 
approaching nearer to bleſs us with his Influence, 
and make us flouriſh with greater Splendor. Nay, 
I would even affirm, that the Succeſſion in the Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe which now reigns, is as neceſſary in 
our preſent Circumſtances, to the Preſervation of 
the Conſtitution of our Church and State, as is the 
Riſing of the Sun in the Firmament of Heaven to 
give Light to our Eyes, and Food, and Enjoyment 
to our Lives. | 

Hoy different in Reaſon ovght the Paſſions of the 
People of the Land to be at this Juncture, than 
they were at the Demiſe of King Charles II.? Be- 
cauſe People ſorrowed more (with good Reaſon) for 
him that ſucceeded, than the King departed. 
Departed and hurried out of the World, in great 
probability, by ſome foul Means; to make haſt for 
the Popiſb one, and the Execution of the black De- 
Ggns laid againſt our Civil and Religious Liberties, 
dearer to us than Life. Well therefore might an 
Univerſal Conſternation and inconſolable Grief, fall 
vpon all Proteſtants at that Time, from the dread 
Expectations of the worſt and the moſt miſerable 
Things which could befall em in the new Succeſſor ; 
Their Eyes pere ready to fail, and their Hearts fink for 
Fear, and for looking on thoſe things "which were at the 
Door: But praiſed be God the Reverſe of all this is 
* | — ; 2 e- 4 4 i — happened 


— 


In the Iſle of ELY. * 5 


happened unto us in our ſucoeeding Sovereign, to 


was as my Text has it, Becauſe tbe Lord loved our 
Iſrael to Eſtabliſh US for ever, therefore made be him 
King over us, to do Fudgment and Fuſtice. 

The many wondertul Deliverances heretofore 
wrought for this Reformed Church and Nation, ſhew 
unto all the World how ſingularly endear'd they 


have been to the Care of his Divine Providence: 


Becauſe he had a Delight in our Sion, he never ſuf- 
fered the ſubtle Machinations of Rowe, nor the for- 
mer Treacheries of France, to prevail againſt it ; 
but his Mercy and Power always declared on our 
Side, and timely interpoſed for our Reſcue. And 
now becauſe he continues his Favour and Loving- 


Kindneſs unto us, he has ſent us the invaluable. 


Bleſſing of a Proteſtant Succeſſor, in his own Kn 
Time, *tis true; but ſooner than was expected, or 
deſired by us his People, by taking his Servant 
ANNE, our late Queen and Governour, to his 
Mercy and his Celeſtial Joys, whilſt She, alas! has 
left our Earth in Mourning, _ A 
There were great Thoughts and ſearchings of Heart 
againſt that Important Time, and why? Becauſe 
the Diviſions of Reuben. But behold the Work of the 
Lord, who bringeth Harmony out of Diſcord ! At 
the ſame time our Foreign Enemies, I mean the 
Favourers of a Popiſh Succeſſor (whoever they are) 
could hear the News of the Queens Death, they had 
Intelligence alſo of a moſt hearty and unanimous 
Loyalty to our new proclaimed Ring; which we truſt 
will prove the utter Confuſion of their vain Hopes 
for ever, For we have nothing to fear from any 
Powers Abroad, whilſt we are firmly united at 


Home, 'Tis God alone who maketb Men to be 


9 


mitigate our Grief for the late one. No doubt it 


— 
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ol of. one Mind in a Houſe ; he is the Giver of 
Job xxxiv. Peace and Quiet; ¶ ben be giveth Quoet- 
| 29"... ' meſs, who then can make trouble? My Peo- 
1 „er: dle ſhall dwell in a peaceable Habitation, and 


— 


Iſa. xxx11. 
. in ſure Dwellings,” and in quiet reſting pla- 
= ces. Praiſed be his Holy Name for 1 


- 


. Publick Tranquillity at this JunQure ! For is is be 
| who. putteth em to Confuſion that hate us; tis He alone 
| that is ever able to diſſipate any Clouds that have 
| ariſen, or ſhall ariſe,- and prevent their gathering 
| into a Storm. To deny there were any Grounds 

for our Apprehenſians of a Pretender, is the fame 
thing as to diſowen there is any ſuch Perſon; that 
there was a late Proclamation: againſt him; that ſe- 
veral were hanged for Liſting Men in his Service; 
that chere is ſuch a Country as Lorrain ; or that 
there never was ſuch a Thing: heard, as the King 
of France his breaking his Royal Word and Treaty, 
when he had Power and a good Opportunity of 
doing it; or laſtly, that there are ſome few among 
ourſelves who are diſaffeQed to the Succeſſion which 
now takes place; whoeyer has the Aſſurance to de- 
ny theſe Things, 1 ſay, will deny any the trueſt 
Teen the Wand. + 3 2 25055; 
As to thoſe isconſiderable few at Home, who 
may have entertained Hopes of a Pretender, tis cer- 
tainly good fox them, as well as us, that they are 
diſappointed of their Hopes, and have not the 
Power of deſtroying. themſelves, thro' a miſtaken 
tender Principle. It is to be hoped, and devoutly 
to be wiſh'd, that this Solemn Inauguration of ano- 
ther Line may prove a Divine Illumination of the 
Wim of Heaven to all Perſons diſſatisfied before; 
and bring in all thoſe. who have not yet (worn. to 
the Rænolution Government, though it does not 
thoſe who have to a former ; However, if they 
cant yet comply in Conſcience, remaining but * 


. 
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and peaceable, they will ever deſerve our Reſpect 
and Compaſſion, as many as are of the ame Religi. 
on'with ußs. W. W „ , „ 11 
For now the Will of Heaven viſibly makes more 
and more Declarations of its bleſſed Intention, to 
continue the ineſtimable Mercy of the Revolution un- 
to us. The Lord God ſhews himſelf now to aps 
prove of it, as a moſt Righteons Eſtabliſhment, b 
appearing ſo often for it, in ſo often confounding all 
Oppoſition and Devices againſt it: And now in a 
more ſolemn manner, by taking in this Settlement 
"I wierty, without Conteſt, and with all manner of 
daimity ; bringing in a Foreign Graft of the Col- 
lateral Stock of the Royal Blood, to inherit the Im- 
periul Throne of theſe Nations; Is it not plainly 
bis Heavenly Pleaſure to perpetuate the Race, and 
the Right, and the Hleſſing to very diſtant Ages and 
Generations? For the Heirs hereof are very Nume- 
rous, and we like to be bleſſed with many Princes 
of the Blood. And may the Lord God build u 
their. Houſe for ever, who hath ſo loved us to eſtabll 
us fot over, therefore made he G E'O-R GE, King oi 
Great. Britain, Oc. to do Fudgment and Fuſtice. 
Sac preferred to ſend us one Younger of the Male 
Sex, inſtead of one very aged of the other; Who 
might probably have died either by the Journey, 
the Joy; or the Fatigue of Crowning; this is ano- 
ther inſtance of his Goodneſs to us. GEORGE WhO 
has the Eſtabliſh'd Reputation of being Vertuous, Va- 
lau, Wiſe, Merciful'and Juſt; whoſe Acceſſion to 
the Throne brings with it an Acceſſion of Territo- 
ry, 'Streagth, People, and Proteſtant Alliances: 
GEORGE — let me conſider; Is it not an Auſpiciows 
Name for England?On what Day of theYear and Month 
are our Sovereigns uſually Crowned, but that EN 
which bears the Name? The Fable of a Kr. 23. 
George's killing the Dragon, behold now, (if you'll _ 5 
| | uc 
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ſuch an Alluſion) a very good Moral to it, viz. in Ours 
utterly vanquiſhing the Hopes of a Popiſh Succeſſor; 
which would, if it could, Devour both our Church 
and State, without Mercy or Pity: [The ancient 
Moral to that Fable, was a holy Man of Cappadocia of 
that Name ſubduing the Devil and his Works by his 

ood Life: Now the Devil in Scripture being repre- 

nted by a fierce Dragon,' the Letter and the Repre- 
ſentation inſtead of the Thing meant, might likel 
be taken in, and ſo the Story paſt current in thoſe 
dark Ages. Even in this Meaning, what Affinity 
has the deſtroying Popery to that of the Devil? For 
Popery holdeth the Doctrine of Devils, vid. 1 Tim. 
e iv. 1, Cc. perfectly applicable to them 
Works, &c. in the judgment of the beſt Dipines. 
N N And the Temper of their Religion is the 
Devil; their fiery devouring Zeal cometh not down 
from above, but is Deviliſh, as another Scripture 
fays ; but enough of this] ji ne 
Reflect we now how happily our Rightful Puiſſant 
King ſupplies the once lamentable Loſs of the Duke 
of Glouceſter, a weakly tender Prince ! See we how 
the Providence of taking away that Life is explain- 
ed to our Advantage! By ſubſtituting George, the 
Wuſtrious, the more Powerful, and Healthy, the 
Father of Children, to be our Protector and Defen- 
der. And ſince we are enter'd upon the happy Ef. 
fects, let us thankfully recognize the Wiſdom of 
King William of immortal Memory. His Love of 
our Conſtitution, and Care of this Settlement, and 
Her late Majeſty's Concurrence to renew and 
ſtrengthen it in a Parliamentary Way, ought to be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance. Theſe Things 
my Brethren, are very proper to comfort uus nder 
our preſent Loſs. p 

For now all Fears and Jealouſies of the open or 

ſecret Abettors of a Popiſh Succeſſion, are yaniſhed 
into 
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into Air; and we (under God) in abſolute Security, 
leſt our Sion ſhould become a Wildermſs, and our Fe- 
ruſalem a Deſolation. Bleſſed be God, we. have a 
comfortable Aſſurance made over to us, that we 
and our Children after us, in all Human Appearance, 
ſhall continue to ſerve the God of our Fathers in 
the Way of our Fathers, viz. In the Beauty of 
Holyneſs, the Decency of Worſhip, and Soundneſs 
of Doctrine; free of Encroachments from Rome on 
one Hand, or of Geneva on the other. We have 
great Reaſon to believe, that the Lord from out of 
Sion will ſo bleſs us, as to let us ſee Feruſalem in Proſperity 
all our Life long ; that be will bleſs ber Children within 
ber, and be in the midſt of ber that ſhe ſhall not be moved; 
and not only in the midſt, but encamp about her, 
(as the Hills about Fer»ſalem) that nothing break 
through thoſe Divine Barriers, and approach to 
hurt her: But that every one in the general Proſpe- 

rity of Church and State, ſhall freely enjoy him- 

ſelf under bis Vine, and under bis Fig-Tree, and none 
ſhall make bim ow 3 we ſhall. eat the Labour of our 

464 it ſhall be well with us, yea bappy- ſhalt we 

And that we may be all eafie and pleaſed,” and 
of one Mind, from henceforth, I cannot but obſerve 
to you, that the Doctrine of indefeazible: Hereditary 
Right, is not only inconſiſtent to the happy Settle- 
ment of the Illuſtrious Line, now ad vanced to the 
Throne, but repugnant alſo to the Hiſtory of my 
Text, which was the Reaſon of my chuſing it. For 
plain it is, teading the 1ſt and 24 Chapter of 
1 Kings, That Adonijab, who was the Pretender in 
thoſe Days, and had proclaimed himſelf King by the 
Aſſiſtance of ſome of his Neighbours, as we find 
1'Kings Ch. i. and how Solomon himſelf in 22 Verſe 
of: the 24 Chapter, acknowledges him to . 
h | B elder 
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elder Brother: Aud in the 6th Verſe of the .1ſ Chap- 
ter he is further ſaid to be 4 very goodly Man. Yet 
King David, befoxe he dy'd (not unlike our late 
gracious Queen in another Caſe) ſet him aſide, 
and appointed the Kingdom to Solomon, who was 
younger than he. David himſelf, we all know, 
was the youngeſt Son of Feſſe, yet was prefer'd of 
the Lord to the Crown of 7/rael and Judab: There 
are ſeveral other laſtances in Scripture, of ſetting 
aſide the elder Branch, and God's Approbation of 
it. Now had the Right of Sovereignty been inde- 
feaſible, and inſeparable from the firſt- born, by the 
Command of God, (as ſome few miſtake) moſt cer- 
tainly God would always eſponſe his ow] n Com- 
mands; and one Time or other help them to Right 
who ſuffer for its Sake: For the Wrongs of Bodies 
Politick muſt be redreſſed in this World, or no 
where, becauſe they exiſt not after this Life to receive 
Juſtice : Seeing therefore there is ſo much continu- 
al-Favour, and Marks of Divine Allowance, ſhewn 
by him who judgeth in the Earth, to this ſuppoſed 
Tranſgreſſion of it, I infer, That it is not ſo fix'd 
and inviolable a Command of God, but that it. is 
alterable according to the Exigencies of States. 
The Powers that are in all States whatſoever, are un- 
queſtionably Authorized of him, who ruleth over 
all, to concert Meaſures for their own Preſervati- 
on, and do that which is beſt for the Proſperity of 
em committed to; their Charge. Suppoſing there- 
fore, only for Argument ſake, that the Pretender 
to theſe Realms was Legitimate ; Is he not excludi- 
ble by our Ancient Laws, upon account of his Reli- 
gion? Is he not juſtly ſhut out by the nn 
the Supream Powers, that have been ſince? Religi- 
on and Liberty, nay, I would even ſay, Conſci- 
ence itſelf, duely informed, all concurring to ne- 
* ceſſitate 
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ceſfitate his Excluſion. Not one Law of God erer 
yet appearing to the contrary, hin right n. 
der ſtood, and explained by òther Scripturego and: 
the Fundamental Laws of our Conſtitutionduicejtbe: 
Reformation of Religion, detetmine that ãtiſhonid 
be ſo; which inveſt the Legiſlagure with an ãrteſiſt- 
ible Authority to limit the Succeſſion: of thei Crrijveg) 
as need ſhall require: And as that Limitation te the 
neareſt Proteſtant, our only Reftzg ot Safet under 
Heaven, was made by the Favonr of Gad toi 
Church and Nation, ſo by his Dixine Bleſſing 1 
now brought into Poſſeſſion. of the Crown and Digs! 
nity. So applicable are the Words of my Tert 
Becauſe the Lori loved us io eſtabliſh ut for even tber 
fare made he thee King over them, 10 % Judgment and 


Fuſtite. | { blyuow 


As the Aſſerting of late an Hereditary Right, ex- 
cluſive of a Legiſlative Limitation, is an inidious 
Doctrine, and in its direct Tendency aimed to de- 
feat the Claims of this happy Settlement, is too: 
evident to be gainſaid; ſo, no it is utterly diſap- 
pointed and bronght to Confuſion, I hope there ili 
be Charity enough left to forget and forgive it, 
and Wiſdom endugh on the other Side never ta re- 
vive it any mord mig 23 
Leet us alſo take leave for ever of the Doctrine of 
Abſolute Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſt ance ; I mean 
as it has been generally miſapply'd in our Nation. 
It has, in Truth, blinded the Underſtandings of a 
great many, for want of a DiſtinQion, . „ 
For do but diſtinguiſh, and it is a very Fo» 3 
plain - and moſt undoubted Truth and es. Borg 
Doctrine of the Goſpel of Chriſt : For ae 
Inſtance, If it is apply d to the Legiſlative Power of 
this Kingdom; - becauſe that is abſolute and ungon- 
troulahle in all reſpeQs, in making Laws and ex- 
Wigres C 2 | acting 
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acting Obedience; if the Power is abſolure; 'the 
Obedience muſt needs be Paſſive ; if the former is 
uncircumſcrib'd; the latter muſt be unlimited. But 
if applyed to the King, who can make no'Laws 
alone, nor require O jence but according to Law, 
then it can have no place in this Nation, nor any 4 
Obligation from Scripture : Becauſe the Scripture 
requires this ſort. of Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance 
for Gonſcience fake; To the Powers that are, to the 
Mig ber Powers in any Country or Government, where 
Chriſtians happen to live; without concerning it- 
ſelf to mention any of the ſeveral Sorts of Govern- 
ment in the World: Had Chriſt or his Apoſtles ſpe- 
cified:any- one ſort, all others would have been un- 
lawful, and the Chriſtian's Obedience to any other 
than that ſort, would have been ſo likewiſe. Now 
the Nature of every Covernment, of what ſort ſo- 
ever,” muſt neceſſarily exact this kind of Paſſive Sub- 
miſſion from the Soverned Party, in order to its 
pwa Subſiſtence But what l pray is the governing 
Power with us? A Ning Ruling by his own abſolute | 
Will and Pleaſure? No; but à King governing b7 
Law. The firſt — render! him an Arbitrary 
Monarch, and we: all his Slaves; the other conſti- 
tutes him juſt what he 1 Is, a | happy" _ of Happy 
Greatahritain. | 

It therefore havoiddbly follows, That the Laws 
of the Land are the meaſure both of our Adtive and Paſſive 
ps J Obedience; the famous Words of an emi- 
of Yorke + nent Prelate now with God. And if 

they are true alſo, (as I think they are 

a greed to be by all Parties) Abſolute Obedience and 
Non- -Reſiſtance can be true in no other Senſe, but 
in thay I have explain'd it. 45 vs Gans p 

I. might enlarge upon the many ar Ad van- 
ages of our Conde, 1 18 confeſſedly the 
bappięſt 
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happieſt of all that are known: Tlie unſpeakable 
Miſeries likewiſe of a Popiſb Succeſſor, which we are 
out of Danger of; but theſe 1 leave to others. It 
may. ſuffice that I have cautionꝰd you againſt the 
falls Senſe of two. Doctrines; which through the 
Artifices of deſigning Men, have been the chief 
Troublers of our Tranquillity and Peace; by im- 

plicitly arraigning the Revolution,” the firſt Reſtorer 
of our common Happineſs, and conſequently by 
this Settlement, which is, and will be, the Preſer- 
ver of it, I hope, as long as the Sun, and Moon endu- 
reth : If theſe Doctrines had been ever true in Scrip- 
ture, they would be always ſo: But they have no 
Foundation therein, in reſpe& to our Government, 
but are falſe, are contrary both to our Conſtitution, 
and to the moſt certain Intention of the Word 
of God, which makes no Alteration in any Civil 
Government. Was the falſe inconſiſtent Senſe of 
theſe Dod rines univerſally exploded, we ſhould be 


a moſt happy People, and our Nation like a. City: 


that is at Unity in itſelf. For the maintaining 
theſe Abſurdities in an undiſtinguifif'd Meaning, 
have been the great Occaſion of our Civil Diſſe- 
rences. 5 1 18 ? e 12015 
I deſite now to employ the Remainder of this Op- 
Portunity, in exhorting you to Duties ſuitable to 
this ſolemn Occaſion. 1b Erna 19001 
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x. Then let the Thoughts of the Queens Demiſe 
carry our Conſideration of Mortality to the preſent 
Reſolyes of more holy Living; and to the immedi- 
ate Amendment of our Lives, and Repentance of 
our Sins and Diviſiens, which have been the Occaſion 
of Her being ſnatch'd from us. This is the beſt 
Preparation we can make againſt the Time of our 


own Diſſolution 4 and we ſhould not defer it: one 


vals 
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Day, ſeeing it is ſo very uncertain, how near it.may 
be to every one of us. We ſee the. greateſt Dig- 
nity or Riches, or even Life. Guards, cannot defend 
from Death, when God has a Mind to take down 

one Sovereign and ſet up another. What then can 
fave us from Death ? I can direct you to nothing but 
a good Conſcience and a Heavenly Converſation, 
to prevent that from being. miſerable to us, which 
cannot be avoided. Tis a great Thought, and (l 
am ſure no Treaſon to ſay) if we are but as exeme- 
plary in Goodneſs, if we do but follow het Example, 
we may een Reign with Her in Glory, and he Fxl- 
low Subjects to the great God Almighty King of 
Kings. See we in Her dead and gone, the Vanity of 
all Earthly Things; and let us be convinced in our 
Sorrow of the Folly of overvaluing, and too much 
purſuing the Grandeurs of this Life; ſince ies peri- 
od is ſo ſhort,' when it is at the higheſt. 

Let us praiſe Her Memory in al laudable Tbings, 
and ſpeak good of Her Name: Whatever Faults or 
Miſcanducts ſome may have fanſy'd in Affairs; for 
I will not enquire upon what good Grounds, becauſe 
it will never become the Pulpit to accuſe its Supe- 
riours. But I cannot refrain myſelf from this Ad- 
monition; That ſhe was, and is unblameable, and 
whatever Blame there is to be found, it lies at the 
Door of others. Let us imitate Her Piety and De- 
votion, and obey Her Laws, and comply with Her 
Commands. One eſpecially urged very frequently 
with Royal TR from the T hroge ; which 
ſhall be the | les Fl 


MM 2. Duty | would derade you to, and that i is 
WW Unanimity and Concord among our ſelves. ' Theſe 
1 we ſhall liſten to, if we have any Regard to her Me- 
years or to that of K. William, whole laſt Charge 

j 10 


to us Was, © That no other Diſtinction be heard of 
© amotigſt us for the future, but that of thoſe who 
© are for the Proteſtant Religion, and the preſent 
< Eſtabliſhment ; and of thoſe who mean a Popiſt 
prince and a French Government. But now the 
Diſtinction is at ag end, by the unanimous Agree. 
ment of the one, and Hatred of the other; Why, 
in the Name of God, ſhould any other groundleſs 
ones be kept up? It this ſurpriſing Loſs of the Queen 
ſhould prove the occaſion of caſting out that Spirit 
of Oppoſition, which has had fo long Poſſeſſion of 
this Nation ; and of cloſing up the Breaches of 
needleſs Feuds and Differences, and reconciling us 
altogether in one Mind ; 1 know nothing elſe under 
Heaven (next to the Arrival of our King) that can 
be an Equivalent for ſuch a Loſs. I am ſure the 
Loſs enforces this perfect Harmony and Agreement 
with the greateſt Neceſſity we can ever be under. 
For to quarrel, and break out in Oppoſition now, 
would be our Ruin. | | . 

I rather think, *cis plain, we have been miſtaken 
in one another, and have brought unjuſt Accuſations 
into mutual Charge. The Event has prov'd, That 
we have been both in the wrong, and that we meant 
the ſame thing all the while. *Tis ſtrange how we 
made ſuch a Shift to miſunderſtand and diſlike each 
other for ſo little Reaſon ! Since our Diſtinctions 
have been ſo ſlightly grounded, (as we perceive 
they have) one would wonder they did not vaniſh 
ſooner. A Diſtinction without a Difference has 
been many times the Occaſion of warm Diſputes 
and laſting Strife; and Prejudice and Paſſion, Po- 
ſitiveneſs or Veneration for ſome other Sentiments 
have ſtept in to protract the Diſagreement as much 
without: Meaſure, as it was without Grounds; till 
by ſome lucky Hit, the Diſputants came to ſee E 
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the miſty Fallacy, and clearly underſtand the Error 
they were both in — Bleſt us How they wonder 
at each other, that they did not diſeern it ſooner ? 


How glad are they that each finds the other Mi- 
Aaken, himſelf in the Right, and the other not in the 


Wrong? How vex'd that their Love and good O- 
Pinion of one another ſhould be ſo long intercepted, 
and abated for nothing at all, or that which is next 
to nothing ? a vp} as 

Welcome then, O Britains, the good Under- 
ſtanding that is advancing among Brethren and 
Neighbours! . Praiſed be God that we yield to one 
another without Victory l That we own our Error, 
and are ſorry for what is paſt! That Man now is 
only in the wrong who refuſes to hear of a Recon- 
ciliation, and holds out againſt this ſtrange Oppor- 
tunity ſent down from Heaven to open our Eyes. If 
there is any ſuch, he is the only Enemy to Peace, 
and to his Countre. Wo 
Seeing all our Ends are come to paſs, our Fears, 
and with them our Miſtakes, driven away, and we 


all united in the ſame Intereſt, and bleſſed with the 


ſame Succeſlor ; ler there, I beſeech ye, be no other 
Contention among us, but who ſhall moſt expreſs 
his Loyalty, Allegiance, and Acquieſcence in this 
happy reconciling - Settlement. Our Unanimity 
would make it a Delight for our King to come 
amongſt us; if no other Strife be heard of, but who 
ſhall ſnew their Readineſs moſt, to conduct him 
over; who obey moſt chearfully ; who moſt faith» 


fully: Government is not all Honour, but ſome 


Burthen; we ſhould then ſtudy to make that en- 
creaſed Weight of Empire, as light and eaſie as 
wecan, by Love and Harmony, which are the good- 
ly Cement and faſtening Ligament which unites eye- 
ry Body Politick, conveying Strength through the 
whole Conſtitution; rendering it eaſie and happy 

at 
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at Home, feared and reſpected Abroad; by making 
tikewife 3 Confclence to diſcharge dur ſeveral Di. 
ties in our 'reſpettive' Stations. For his Iutereſt 
and ours is infeparable, his Happiness and ours 
the ane. Tig time, if ever, for all abſurd Nates 
of Party Diſtinctibns to be abolifyd entirely out of 
our very Language, chat we may all learn to [peak 
the ſame thing. It becometh ali Sides that the Spi- 
rit of Diſcontent and of Revenge be ntterly caſtgur, 
as behoyeth Engliſhmen and Chtiſtians. O let ns 
one be found to offer the leaſt Inſult to his Brothet 
neither to gall and irtitate him upon former things 
Let old Things of that Nature be paſt away, that 
every one may be equally and heartily pleas d with 
the new Settlement. And let us ſtudy to N | 
and quiet in ont Stations, as much as others ſtriv 
andiſtudy for Promotion and Honours. For know we 
not that we can have no Intereſt in the Favour of 
God, or of his Son, or any Part in his Kingdom 
which is not of this World, without obeying the 
Laws of Quietnefs and Love, Brotherly Kindneſs 
and Forhearance. What mutual Satisfaction in 
each other? What Content? What n 
to the Publick, does that ſweet Diſpolition of Heart 
produce, which enclines Men to mutual Concord 
and Benevolence? + 0 ﬀ6T 8 
And this is none other than the Diſpoſition which 
every Chriſtian is bound to put on. For of all our 
Mater Obri's Commands, none are greater, nome 

many, none ſo particular, none urged with {© 
ſuch Vehemence and Force of Expreſſion ; noneet- 
Far'd to us with ſo much winning Condeſc 

Auck engaging love of Entreaty; none under great 
eflity'of Practice, nor with ſo many Threats and 
Promiſes{ the Perils st Hel and the Rewards of 
need, as thoſe” $elating to Unity, try 


I 
* 


h AY 17 * 4. 

+3 A Sermon Preach'd\at Wisbeech 
peace for the purpoſe as it were to make an un- 
avoidable Impreſſion upon our Attention and Obe- 

tence thereunto. And that they may do ſo, it will 
. — the Opportunity of another Diſcourſe to diſ- 
play their Force, in hopes to bury for ever the mi. 
chievous Invention of our . worſt Enemies, thoſe 
Party Names which were wont to divide us. This 
is worthy the Endeavour of every Preacher at this 
Juncture, at this favourable Advantage moſt eſpe- 
cially :-4. almoſt promiſe myſelf good Succeſs, be- 
. cauſe I already perceive a better Temper than ever 
in us all, Fe believe the Folly of theſe things. 
O gloxious Emulation! Who ſhall believe moſt 
and, torſake ſponeſt, the Folly. and Wick edneſs 
of theſe Diviſions, O glorious Day! That our new 
King, a Stranger to our Nation, who has heard ſo 
much of our Inteſtine Diviſions, ſhould find nothing 
put Acclamations of Joy and Unanimity; that he 

was miſtaken in us, and we in Que another. 


30. And to conclude, There is one other Duty 
very meet at this time for me to remind you 
of. And that is, Prayer to God For after all 
dur Endeavours, tis God only who is the Ay- 
thor. of Peace, and Rock of our Salvation. We 
ought therefore to pray for Conſolation under 
on preſent. Loſs z for the Peace. of Jeruſalem, 
the moſt, flouriſnigg Peace and Proſperity, both 
of our Spiritval and of our Civil eval 5 
This. end pray we for. the, ſafe Arrival, er on 
King; who under God and bis Chriſt is the, Right 
(7 Head over both. They ſhall Proſper. that lows thee 
| hat. bis Reign may exceed Queen ANNE iu 
by Fr elicities ot Peace, and the Wealth and Plenty 
of Well regulated Commerce; as much as that of 
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That God would give him the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Government, and all. Royal Qualifications, for the 
impartial. Diſtribution of Juſtice and jodgment; 
Which gained, we know, that Sovereign more Ve- 
neration from his People (1 Kings iii) and more 
true and worthy Renoyn from the Nations round 
about, than ever did the Lawrels of the greateſt 
Conqueror. When Fudgment rums doum lite water, and 
Righteouſneſs like a 'mighty ſtream, in the impartial 
Execution of Laws 3 how flouriſhing, how glad and 
happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe? The 
moſt. glorious and Divine Work of Magiſtracy, is 
to redreſs Injuries, to help thoſe to-Right that ſuf- 
fer Wrong; to ſecure every one his Property; to 
puniſh Evil Doers; to protect from Enemies Abroad, 
and prevent us from injuring one another; to ſup- 
preſs Immorality and Vice, and promote the Ho- | 
nour and Worſhip of God. Pray we accordingly 
unto him, That he would grant unto all put in 
© Authority, that they may truly and indifferently 
© miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſnment of Wicked- 
% neſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of God's 
e true Religion and Vertue,— ” is the late- 
reſt, as well as the Duty of every ſingle Subject, thus 
to put up his Prayers. for the Civil Governours they 
live under, whoever they are. The Jews were 
Commanded this in their Captivity under Heathens ; 
and the Prophet aſſured the People how much it was 
their Intereſt ſo to do: That by praying for the Life 
of Nebuchadnezz.ar King of Bakyloy, and for the Life 
of Belthſhaz.ar his Son, that their Days may be upon the 
Earth as the Days of Heaven; the Lord will give us 
Strength and lighten our Eyes, and we ſball live under 
his Shadow, and find favour. Let us they every one 
Pebz in thole Jeagnable and excellent Words; 
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Send bim belp from thy Holy Place, and cu Lhe * 
defend bins, Let bit Bnendtes have ng Advantary we) 
Bim 4/ 1 Wicked approach 9 2 15 . 
bear yer In lat bun united Cry 
Th lis Life may be long, His Relgu Pr Pro 
His Reign over the Hearts of His 
| Lune r Wiſe; His 
Fait and all His Subjects Loyal: And 
ory People of theſe 3 ay _ f rg #2 
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